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Using the data finding/implication…  

1. Clearly state the problem 

2. Overview of the root causes 

3. The problem is important to the stakeholders 

 

Focus on what the  

audience cares about. 



1. Break it down into 

practical steps. 

2. Who needs to take the 

steps? 

Include how-to advice 



LETS MAKE ONE 

• An HMIS Data Point 

– Average income at entry 

– Average income at exit 

– Average change 

SHEET 

• Implication 

• Our clients can’t even afford affordable 
housing 

• Audience 

• Who can do something about it? 

• TIE IN 
• Other local research 
• People in low income range? 

• A non-HMIS data point 
• Average rent 
• Available affordable housing 

• DEFINE AFFORDABLE? 

• ??? 

• Practical Steps 



LETS MAKE ONE SHEET 

HMIS DATA 
• 4,100 people were homeless in 2014 

• About 1/3 of homeless families have no 

income. 

• Families with income average less than 

$500 ($6,000/Y) 8% of AMI 

• Unaccompanied adults make about $950 

($11,400/Y) 15% of AMI but 2/3 of 

unaccompanied adults make $0 

Households including 

singles 

Unaccompanied 

$0  2071 

Some Income. Average 

$950 
1385 

in family 

$0  129 

Some Income. Average 

$500 
304 



LETS MAKE ONE SHEET 

$6,000  per year is less than 18% of what it takes to just barely get 

by in Iowa. 20% if you eat every meal at a pantry. $11,400 is 59% of 

what it takes to just barely get by for a single. 

Cost of Living Study from Iowa Policy Project 

Households including 

singles 

Unaccompanied 

$0  2071 

Some Income. Average 

$950 
1385 

in family 

$0  129 

Some Income. Average 

$500 
304 



LETS MAKE ONE SHEET 

Use CHAS from HUD for area median income 

Area Median Family 

Income from Polk County 

(on HUD-HDX) is $75,000. 



LETS MAKE ONE SHEET 

American Community Survey 

from the U.S. Census Bureau  

Shows how much people earn.  
American Fact Finder Table S1901 

Polk County, Iowa 

Total 173,164 

Less than $10,000 5.6% 

$10,000 to $14,999 4.2% 

$15,000 to $24,999 8.9% 

$25,000 to $34,999 9.9% 

$35,000 to $49,999 13.7% 

$50,000 to $74,999 19.6% 

$75,000 to $99,999 14.3% 

$100,000 to $149,999 14.8% 

$150,000 to $199,999 4.8% 

$200,000 or more 4.1% 

$75,000 AMI 
From CHAS 



LETS MAKE ONE SHEET 

American Community Survey for cost of housing 



LETS MAKE ONE SHEET 


